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A RIOT OF

Jaipur Rugs recently hosted a meet with Italian designer Matteo 
Cibic, with whom it has collaborated on a vibrant collection of 
handcrafted rugs titled ‘Jaipur Wunderkammer’, at its store in Lower 
Parel, Mumbai. Also present at the event were three of the weavers 
behind Jaipur rugs’ ‘Artisan Originals’ collection.

Y
ou may have chosen the perfect furniture 
for your home, but there is one decorative 
aspect that is required to make the space 
look picture-perfect: a stylish rug. Regardless 

of whether one likes classic designs, or prefers to make a 
statement with more contemporary options, a rug covering 
the floor lends an instant touch of decor to every space. 
Jaipur Rugs, a well-known producer of fine, handmade 
rugs, purveys just the kind of pieces, having adorned the 
floors of many a home and office over the years.  

A journey spanning decades
Jaipur Rugs’ journey began in 1978, when founder Nand 
Kishore Chaudhary started producing rugs with two 
looms and nine weavers in his house, in Churu, Rajasthan. 
Today, Jaipur Rugs has over 7,000 looms and sells its rugs 
in over 60 countries. Simultaneously, it is also bringing 

prosperity to the homes of 40,000 weavers—of which 80 
per cent are women—from 600 villages of India, across 
the states of Bihar, Gujarat, Jharkhand, Rajasthan and 
Uttar Pradesh. Jaipur Rugs’ successful business model 
ensures that raw materials are delivered straight to the 
homes of the weavers, without involving middlemen, who 
are known to often exploit the weavers.

Room for creativity  
Jaipur Rugs is known for its contemporary rugs that 
are created in collaboration with designers and weavers 
capable of making rugs with a new and unique vision. 
One of its recent collaborations was with Italian 
designer Matteo Cibic, whose collection titled ‘Jaipur 
Wunderkammer’ is inspired by Cibic’s visit to the city of 
Jaipur, in Rajasthan. Then there is ‘Manchaha’, a novel 
initiative that taps into the potential of weavers and allows 

Facing page: 
Hand-tufted rugs 
of wool and viscose 
from 'Jaipur 
Wunderkammer' 
collection 

them to be the designers of ‘Artisan 
Originals’ rugs. The creative talents of 
Cibic and three of Jaipur Rugs’ weavers 
behind the ‘Artisan Originals’ collection 
were showcased at an event, at Jaipur 
Rugs’ store in Lower Parel, Mumbai, on 
October 18, 2019.  
 
An ode to the Pink City  
Cibic’s collection of handcrafted rugs 
is named after mid-sixteenth century 
European ‘cabinets of curiosities’, or 
‘Wunderkammer’, which were repositories 
of all types of wondrous and exotic 
objects. The collection takes cues from 
the beautiful architecture, distinctive 
culture, traditional colour palette, ancient 
paintings and iconic architectonic sundial 
(Jantar Mantar) of Jaipur. Elephants, 
step-wells, snake charmers, musicals and 
astronomical observatories are among the 
core elements that Cibic has incorporated 
into the design of the rugs. Cibic says, 
“I always wanted to visit Jaipur—for 
the beauty of its architecture and the 
monuments. ‘Jaipur Wunderkammer’ 
is a tribute to this historic city and its 
architectural beauty.” Asked about his 
collaboration with Jaipur Rugs, he replies, 
“I met Yogesh Chaudhary [Director, 
Jaipur Rugs] in Milan last year. He 
invited me to Jaipur, and once there, I 

was fascinated by how Jaipur Rugs had 
developed a global rug business, one 
weaver at a time, and given sustainable 
livelihood to thousands. What I also 
found interesting was their ‘Manchaha’ 
initiative, in which weavers are given the 
freedom to create their own rug designs.” 
Commenting on the collaboration, in 
response, Yogesh Chaudhary says, “At 
Jaipur Rugs, we have been collaborating 
with many great designers to bring in a 
different design perception to our rugs. 
Matteo has a fantastic design sensibility 
and so we sought to collaborate with him. 
For this collection, we wanted him to 

From top: Yogesh 
Chaudhary (left) 
with Matteo 
Cibic; Dhafali 
Devi with the 
'Ujjwal' rug 
designed and 
created by her
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create something interesting, inspired by 
the architectural or cultural background 
of the country, but portray it in a very 
modern way.”  

When weavers become designers
To further its goal of creating personal 
connections between the weavers at the 
grass-roots level and the customers, Jaipur 
Rugs launched the ‘Manchaha’ (or ‘from 
the heart’) initiative to allow weavers 
to design rugs on their own. Yogesh 
Chaudhary says, “The rugs become the 
canvas for these weavers, who thread 
the stories of their own lives into them, 
incorporating anything from personal 
experiences to their surroundings at home. 
‘Artisan Originals’, which is our collection 
of rugs created and designed by weavers, 
thus comes with many such stories.” 

Some of these weavers have even won awards for 
their designs, an example being Manju Devi, whose 
rug titled ‘Aas Pass’ was shortlisted for design at the 
Dezeen Awards 2019. She also won a trophy at the 
Kyoorius Design Awards 2019, in the sustainable 
product design category. Asked about the design 
inspiration behind her rug, she says, “‘Aas Pass’ means 
‘around me’ in Hindi. My rug depicts my surroundings 
at my village in Rajasthan, like my chulha [earthen 
stove] and traditionally hand-painted walls.” Another 
‘Artisan Originals’ rug exhibited at the meet, titled 
‘Sawan ka Leheriya’, was designed by Parvati Devi 
and her husband Bhagchand, from Rajasthan’s Kekri 
village. Narrating about the inspiration behind the 
piece, Bhagchand says, “I had started weaving a design 
on this rug, but my wife was inspired by a leheriya sari 
drying on a clothesline and thought of mimicking its 
design. I did not agree with her vision, but she refused 
to follow me and kept weaving her own design into the 
rug. However, when our neighbours saw the rug and 
preferred Parvati’s design more, I came around and 
started weaving the leheriya pattern with her.” So, one 
part of the rug has his original design, while the rest 
features his wife’s creativity. The husband-wife duo has 
won the European Product Design Award (2019) for 
their rug. Then there is Dhafali Devi, who bagged the 
iF Design Award 2019 for her rug ‘Ujjwal’, in which 
she had used blue, her favourite colour, to narrate a 
story of childlike free-spiritedness.    

Today, Jaipur Rugs is synonymous with not just 
luxury and designer collaborations, but also with 
bringing unsung artisans under the spotlight, by 
highlighting their rug-making skills and designing 
potential. Little wonder then that the organisation 
has emerged as a game-changer in rug design, earning 
acclaim in India and abroad. 

From top 
left: Kavita 
Chaudhary, 
Design Director, 
Jaipur Rugs; 
Manju Devi 
with her rug 
titled ‘Aas Pass’

Bottom, from 
left: Nand 
Kishore 
Chaudhary, 
Founder, 
Jaipur Rugs; 
Matteo Cibic 
with the Jaipur 
Wunderkammer 
collection
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